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O n 4 May this year, the rain was pouring and thunder roared far
away in the mountains; we were tired and weak but this did
not stop us from walking up and down the path to the Future Village
in Nepal - Katunge Village Ward 9 in the Dhading District, 100 km
north of the capital, Kathmandu. Our sole thought was to bring the
collected materials to this hamlet on a hill 1500m above sea level.

Others might laugh at us but we were happy at what we were
doing — experiencing local customs and playing our part to help
improve the locals’ lives at the same time — a real eco-tour.

Are tourists only visitors? And how long can their contributions
or effect last? Together with beautiful photos and unforgettable
memories, have you ever thought of helping the locals in a more
long lasting way?

The idea of “Future Village” is based on being a really responsible
tourist. Many of us have heard of Eco-Tourism and agree that to be
a responsible tourist, one must protect the local environment and
culture. This is true but can we add one more step and be more
involved? Can we contribute more to the local community rather
than just admiring the beauties of nature? The definition given by
the World Conservation Union (IUCN) of Eco-tourism emphasises
it provides for a beneficially active socio-economic involvement of
local people.

We arrived at the “Future Village” at 8:30p.m. The sky was
dark and clear after the rain. Stars came out and twinkled at us. They
alleviated our tiredness and provided support in our work. The next
day, we were busy preparing the free clinic in the afternoon. The
villagers queued up very early when they learnt about the clinic, as
the only medical station was far from the village. Though the services
were as simple as checking blood pressure and heart rate, they were
services they had not had before and the villagers were very grateful for
the travellers from far away. Many villagers complained of backache,
breathing difficulties and tummy-ache. We finally found out that
many such pains were resulting from bad habits and chatted to them
about these and the dangers of alcohol and cigarettes. A total of over
100 villagers benefited from the 2 days free clinic. The villagers were
delighted and the travellers were satisfied and content.

‘Was this the end of our duty and journey? Visitors continue to
go to provide services and help the locals become more self-reliant.
In July this year, a group of young people from Hong Kong visited
the “Future Village”. They painted the library with bright colours and
even though they were sweating all over, you knew they were happy
by the smiles on their faces. Every day, they gave English lessons, sang
and had tea and biscuits with the children in the village. Their visit
opened a new road to the children’s future. The young people also
helped the locals farm in heavy rain. These youngsters from the city
realized how lucky they were and also experienced the harmony that
could exist between people through the kindness of the villagers.

We would hope that visitors and locals can have a more in-
depth exchange, as the Nepali people say, “Come as a tourist, go as
a friend!” We hope that more visitors can join in the programme in
the future and offer their help.
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REXBHNEREN & ERLIEEE AR ? Opposite: the
picturesque landscape of the “The Future Village” but have you ever
thought of contributing more to the local community rather than just
admiring the beauties of nature?
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Iris Wong, visitor

The glistening sky could not be more beautiful! I was indulged
with the morning sunlight when the terrace was shining in gold. The
Future Village at 1,500m was like a heaven in the clouds and the air
was so fresh that I would ask for more. I took several deep breaths
and it felt so good!

The villagers held their palms together, smiled and uttered
“Namaste” at us softly, passionate and warm indeed. I was afraid that
I would be a pollutant to their purity if I played my part here, so I
asked for their permission before taking photos of them and produced
less litter, hoping my visit would be positive and meaningful. I smiled
and talked to the villagers and was eager to acquire their language
and culture.

Sweets would bring happiness to the smaller ones but only
practical stationery could satisfy their real needs. The innocent and
lovely faces, ever running noses, shabby and muddy clothes...... all
these touched my heart. The villagers’ lives looked so simple and pure,
but still they were not free from worries. Some villagers told me that
they had problems finding a job and therefore could not send their
children to school.

I sat on the balcony, admiring the astonishing limitless scenery
and was grateful at the establishment of the Future Village that we
could bring luckier ones here along with their love and care which
were given out to the poor. This is also a place for us, the city people
to take a rest and think, and to enrich our soul.

Shiva, villager

I am Shiva. I was born in the Katunge Village, a hamlet
surrounded by mountains. I love the village, but when I got a chance
to take a look outside the hamlet, I realised how poor and backward
my home town was. I still love it and I also have a dream. I wish that
the village can be developed and that the villagerss lives can become
better while the simple and friendly customs remain.

Finally, my dream is coming true. The Future Village brings
visitors to my home from far away. They provide a free clinic and
stationery to us. We are happy and grateful. Some of us can not
believe this and say, “Where are they from? They must be from very
far away. They are very kind.”

For so long, no one has cared about or loved this poor hamlet.
I really hope that more visitors can come in the future, so my village
can grow. We would like to appreciate the snowy mountain scenery
with the tourists and have them experience the customs and village

life of Nepal.
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BN/ NRREES 0 ERETMEBZEREARRNE - Opposite top: the
Hong Kong students were happy to help the locals in the agricultural
period; opposite below: apart from teaching the students, they also
do some repair works for the basic facilities.

#88 Website : http://alumni.cuhk.edu.hk/%7Esuetling/future-village-nepal/index.htm
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